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Flashing Winds
Flashing Winds was commissioned by “Het muziekverbond van West-Vlaanderen” 
and is dedicated to the “Arlequino” youth band. Colorfully and effectfully 
instrumented, this piece speeds towards its finale without any tempo changes. 
The chord-blocks, which characterize the introduction, unite this virtuoso piece by 
reappearing in the end.

- Program note by publisher

As Summer Was Just Beginning (Song for James Dean)
James Byron Dean (1931-1955) experienced the brightest and briefest movie career 
ever. In 16 months he made three movies: East of Eden, Rebel Without a Cause, 
and Giant. Only the first had been released when he was killed in a car accident 
at age 24. His death on September 30, 1955, sparked an unparalleled outpouring 
of sorrow. For three years after his death, Warner Brothers received more letters 
to him than to any living actor. And the James Dean phenomenon has never really 
ended. Thousands still come to the little town of Fairmount, Indiana, to see the 
farm where he grew up and to visit his grave there. His familiar image appears 
worldwide on posters and T-shirts. He has been the subject of many books, songs, 
TV documentaries, plays, movies, and hundreds of magazine articles. Forty years 
after his death, James Dean is still a hero to his own generation and to succeeding 
generations who keep his legend alive.

People were robbed of him. Whenever you’re robbed of something, it lingers with 
you. - Martin Landau

A bronze bust of James Dean by artist Kenneth Kendall stands near Griffith Park 
Observatory in Los Angeles, California. There is a Greek inscription on the right 
shoulder which, when translated reads, “As Summer Was Just Beginning.” This 
sentiment, from a painting by John La Farge, is a Greek epitaph concerning the 
death of a young person. I chose it as the title for this piece.
I loosely based the main melody (heard at the beginning and at measures 33 and 
57) on an old British Isles folk song, “The Winter it is past, and the Summer’s here 
at last.” I chose it because Dean’s Quaker heritage goes back to England, Ireland 
and Scotland, and because this simple bittersweet song about summer seemed 
appropriate for remembering James Dean.

- Program note by composer

Technology
Jim Casella is an American composer and music publisher. He is best known for 
the music he created for percussion ensembles and the world-class drum corps 
Vanguard (Santa Clara, CA) and The Cavaliers (Rosemont, IL). The company he co-
founded, Tapspace, is one of the leading publishers of percussion music in the 
world. You might also be familiar with the software sample library he created called 
Virtual Drumline. In addition to his work in the percussion industry, Jim composes 
music for film and commercials. 

Technology is a chamber ensemble work written for a variety of percussion 
instruments. The piece requires eight players but can be divided among more. 
Based on a techno groove, it opens with a solo hi-hat. Instruments gradually layer 
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into the texture until presenting a declaratory unison first cadence. The piece 
continues to pass melodic material between voices and features the snare drum, 
tom-toms, and timpani.
     -Program note by Brianna Slone

Of Honor and Valor Eternal 
Commissioned for the 2005 Mississippi All-State Band, Of Honor and Valor Eternal 
is a very impressive debut composition by an outstanding young composer. 
Contemporary in nature and full of vitality, it features short solos for oboe, clarinet 
and trumpet and interesting interplay between the various motives. The sonorities 
of the horn lines mix with the powerful rhythms of the percussion to create a dynamic 
and vibrant work that is perfect for any concert or contest performance by better 
bands. 

- Program note by publisher

Carmina Burana
Carl Orff’s first stage work, Carmina Burana, was composed in 1935-6 and premiered 
at the Frankfurt Opera in 1937; it became an outstanding success. Orff drew the 
inspiration for his grand vocal and orchestral work from 24 poems of the 200 found 
in the 13th-century monastery of Benediktbeuern, near Munich in Bavaria, and 
published in 1847 under the title of Carmina Burana. Carmina is the plural of the Latin 
word carmen and in early time, carried the implication of student songs. Burana was 
the Latin name for the area we know today as Bavaria. Both sacred and secular, the 
texts are frank avowals of earthly pleasure: eating, dancing, drinking, gambling, and 
lovemaking. They proclaim the beauty of life and the glory of springtime. The music 
is simple in harmony and range, consistent with 13th-century music, with a driving 
rhythm to which the listener instinctively responds. John Krance, who worked with 
Orff on this arrangement, has incorporated the vocal melodies into a setting entirely 
instrumental in structure.

- Program note by William V. Johnson 
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Illyrian Dances
Dedicated to Timothy Reynish. 
Viola: What country, friends, is this?
Captain: This is Illyria, lady.
Shakespeare: Twelfth Night Act I., Sc 2

The precise geographical location of Illyria was not important to Shakespeare. 
What excited him with the resonance of the world itself and the romance of 
all far away, make-believe places. Illyria is Never Never Land and the idea of 
inventing dances for such a place intrigued me.

This suite of three dances was commissioned by the British Association of 
Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble with funds provided by West Midlands 
Arts. The first performance took place on September 26th, 1986 at Warwick 
University during the fifth annual BASBWE conference.

As Head of Music to the Royal Shakespeare Company, I have composed more 
than one hundred and fifty scores and with Gallimaufry, some of the thematic 
material for the Illyrian Dances is adapted for music originally written for RSC 
productions.

- Program note by composer

Japanese Tune
Soichi Konagaya (b. 16 March 1949, Kamakura, Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan) is 
a Japanese composer, arranger, music educator, and band clinician. Konagaya 
began his career as a composer while still a student at the Tokyo University of 
Fine Arts and Music, from which he graduated in 1973. 

Japanese Tune was composed in 1987 and was commissioned by the Zushi Kaisei 
High School Band. This 8-minute work begins with an aleatoric introduction, 
followed by presentations of three traditional Japanese folk songs- The Genroku 
Flower Festival Danse, Cherry Blossoms, and Yagi Bushi.
  - Program note by Brianna Slone

Seis Manuel
The seis is the traditional song and dance form of the Jibaro people, the peasant 
farmers of the mountains of Puerto Rico. At least 50 distinctive types of seis 
have been identified, “Seis” means “six” in Spanish; the term originally meant 
a dance for six men or six couples. The movement Seis Manuel is based on 
a traditional recurring harmonic pattern called the seis mapeye over which a 
singer improvises a melody.

Because of the very long history of military bands in Puerto Rico, with a particular 
importance placed on low brass and clarinets, those instruments are given 
solos. In keeping with the Puerto Rican tradition of naming a seis after someone 
important to its creation, this seis was re-named in honor of conductor Manny 
Laureano, who commissioned and premiered the piece.

- Program note from publisher
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Lincolnshire Posy
Lincolnshire Posy was commissioned by the American Bandmasters Association 
and premiered at their convention with the composer conducting. It is in six 
movements, all based on folk songs from Lincolnshire, England. Grainger’s 
settings are not only true to the verse structure of the folk songs, but attempt to 
depict the singers from whom Grainger collected the songs. Since its premiere, 
it has been recognized as a cornerstone of the wind band repertoire.

Lincolnshire Posy, as a whole work, was conceived and scored by me directly 
for wind band early in 1937. Five, out of the six, movements of which it is made 
up existed in no other finished form, though most of these movements (as is 
the case with almost all my compositions and settings, for whatever medium) 
were indebted, more or less, to unfinished sketches for a variety of mediums 
covering many years (in this case, the sketches date from 1905 to 1937). These 
indebtedness are stated in the score.

This bunch of “musical wildflowers’’ (hence the title) is based on folk songs 
collected in Lincolnshire, England (one notated by Miss Lucy E. Broadwood; 
the other five noted by me, mainly in the years 1905-1906, and with the help of 
the phonograph), and the work is dedicated to the old folk singers who sang so 
sweetly to me. Indeed, each number is intended to be a kind of musical portrait 
of the singer who sang its underlying melody -- a musical portrait of the singer’s 
personality no less than of his habits of song -- his regular or irregular wants of 
rhythm, his preference for gaunt or ornately arabesque delivery, his contrasts of 
legato and staccato, his tendency towards breadth or delicacy of tone.

- Program note by Percy Aldridge Grainger

Limerick Daydreams
Originally dedicated to Dr. Cort McClaren and the UNCG [University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro] Percussion Ensemble, Limerick Daydreams was the 2nd 
Place Winner of the 2005 Percussive Arts Society International Composition 
Contest. The 12-minute work, now scored for full symphonic band with six 
percussionists and piano, is based on the Irish reel Highway to Limerick.

The work opens rather mysteriously with fragments of the tune thrown about 
the ensemble and echoes of the bodhran (a traditional Irish drum) emulated by a 
dampened bass drum. A raucous drumming section ensues and gives way to the 
first full presentation of the reel in the flutes. What follows is a series of melodic, 
rhythmic, and harmonic transformations of the Irish tune -- some quite playful, 
some beautifully melancholy, and some majestically resolute.

- Program note by composer
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A native of Newnan, GA, Chester B. Phillips is currently the interim director of the 
Georgia State University School of Music. Previously, he served for ten years as the 
associate director of bands and director of athletic bands at Georgia State University. 
His primary responsibilities included conducting the Wind Orchestra, establishing and 
directing the marching band, teaching conducting and overseeing all facets of the 
athletic bands. In 2013, Dr. Phillips was presented the Dean’s Early Career Award by 
the College of Arts and Sciences for his outstanding work in teaching, service and 
professional development. Under his leadership the GSU Panther Band has received 
several honors and accolades including participation in the 2014 Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade, performing in the Pepsi Super Bowl LIII Halftime show (2019), marching in 
the 57th Presidential Inaugural Parade, a national top-ten honor by the 2013 College 
Band Directors National Association (CBDNA), and a top-five honor by the 2012 & 
2016 Southern Division of CBDNA.

As a pedagogue, Dr. Phillips is a Conn-Selmer Educational Clinician and has presented 
for organizations including: GMEA (GA), AMEA (AL), Midwest International Band and 
Orchestra Clinic (IL), Music For All Summer Symposium (IN), Bands of America Regional 
Championships (TX and PA), Hawaii International Conference on Arts and Humanities 
(HI), College Band Directors National Association (NC and MO), and Drum Corps 
Japan (Yokohama, Japan). Dr. Phillips continues a close affiliation with the Rauman 
Poika Soittokunta (Youth Band) in Rauma, Finland where he regularly conducts, gives 
master classes, and designs marching drill.
Prior to his appointment at GSU, Dr. Phillips taught for seven years as the associate 
director of bands at Harrison High School in Kennesaw, Georgia and for two years in 
the Gwinnett County public schools at the middle and high school level.

Chester Phillips received the Bachelor of Music degree in music education from 
the University of Georgia, the Master of Music degree in music education from the 
University of Illinois and the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in wind conducting at the 
University of Georgia. His principal conducting teachers have been John P. Lynch and 
James Keene. He is affiliated with professional organizations that include the National 
Band Association, College Band Directors National Association, National Association 
for Music Education, Georgia Music Educators Association, Drum Corps International 
and Music for All. Chester lives in Roswell, GA with his wife, Megan, their three children 
and their dog, Bella.

T. Devin Reid is currently an active musician and educator throughout the southeast. 
A native of Fayetteville, NC, Mr. Reid is a 2005 recipient of the North Carolina 
Teaching Fellows Scholarship. He holds a Master of Music in Wind Band Conducting 
from Georgia State University and a Bachelor of Music in Music Education from the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro.

In 2018 Mr. Reid accepted the position as Assistant Director of Bands at Georgia 
State University in Atlanta, GA. Prior to this, Mr. Reid served as the interim assistant 
director of bands for two years. In this capacity he co-teaches the Panther Marching 
Band, conducts the Basketball Band, conducts the University Concert Band, teaches 
undergraduate and graduate level conducting courses, and supervises student 
teachers in the field among other duties and courses. Since his arrival, the GSU 
Concert Band has grown to become the largest instrumental concert ensemble at 
the university. With Mr. Reid’s direction, the GSU Panther Band performed in 2019 as 
part of the Pepsi Super Bowl LIII Halftime Show, been accepted as a CBDNA Southern 
Region top marching band in 2020, and performed in the 2022 Tournament of Roses 
Parade in Pasadena, CA. Preceding to his appointment at Georgia State, Mr. Reid 
taught public school in Georgia and North Carolina and served as Graduate Assistant 
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for the Georgia State University Bands. While teaching at James Kenan High School 
(NC), Mr. Reid grew the program from 0% to 10% of the school population in just three 
years. His ensembles performed at numerous events in and out of the community 
including the NC Muscadine Festival, NC PAS Day of Percussion and the Virginia 
International Music Festival.

Mr. Reid has presented clinics and workshops at the North Carolina Music Educators 
Conference, Georgia Music Educators Conference, Tennessee Music Educators 
Conference, South Carolina Music Educators Conference, Florida Music Educators 
Conference, American String Teachers Association National Conference and the 
Georgia State University Bands of Distinction Honor Clinic. He is a recurrent guest 
conductor at the International Euphonium and Tuba Festival. He is also an active 
concert band and marching band clinician and adjudicator throughout Georgia, 
Virginia and North Carolina.

As a performer, Mr. Reid is an actively sought-after musician. He was the percussionist 
for the popular brass quintet and Delos recording artist “Da Capo Brass”. Their debut 
album “From The Beginning” stormed the iTunes classical charts at #8 in January 
2012. He has also been a member of the regionally acclaimed bluegrass band, “T.R. 
and the Boys” as baritone vocalist and mandolin player. They have three releases, and 
their most recent album; “Lonesome” features one of his original songs as the title 
track. He is a member of the National Association for Music Education, College Band 
Directors National Association and is an endorser for Sabian Cymbals.
Mr. Reid is happily married to his beautiful wife Amy and they reside in Powder Springs, 
GA with their daughter Katelynn and son Ethan.

Brianna Slone is in her second year at Georgia State University pursuing the Master 
of Music degree in Instrumental Conducting. Previously, she was the assistant 
band director at Hillgrove High School in Powder Springs, Georgia. Ms. Slone’s 
responsibilities included teaching the Symphonic I Band, Symphonic II Band, assisting 
the Marching Band, sponsoring the Tri-M Music Honor Society chapter, and serving 
as the Governor’s Honors Program Fine Arts coordinator. The Hillgrove High School 
Marching Band competed at Bands of America regional competitions in Powder 
Springs, Atlanta, Wake Forest, and at Jacksonville State University. In the summer of 
2019, the band traveled to Normandy, France where they marched in the 75th D-Day 
Anniversary Parade and presented a series of concerts. She has participated in several 
conducting workshops including at Columbus State University, Lipscomb University 
and the University of Miami, where she was selected as a conducting fellow. 

Ms. Slone is a sought after flute clinician and woodwind specialist. She frequently 
coaches sectionals and flute choirs in the metro Atlanta area. Ms. Slone has attended 
masterclasses with Marianne Gedigian, Ransom Wilson, Nicole Esposito, Michael 
Hasel, and Emmanuel Pahud. She has judged woodwind auditions for Georgia Music 
Educators Association (GMEA) All-State Band, GMEA All-State Jazz Band, GMEA 
District XII Honor Band, University of Georgia JanFest, University of Georgia MidFest, 
and the Georgia Governor’s Honors Program. She was most recently selected by 
Music for All as the flute and piccolo instructor for the 2022 Tournament of Roses 
Honor Band.

Ms. Slone earned her Bachelor of Music degree in Music Education from the University 
of Georgia in 2017. She was a recipient of the University of Georgia Foundation 
scholarship and Charles Patterson Sr. Memorial Scholarship. She currently lives in 
Marietta, GA.
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Christopher Washington, a native of Savannah, Georgia, is currently in his final 
semester at Georgia State University where he is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in 
Music Education. As an educator and euphonist, he worked with various concert 
and marching ensembles in the metro Atlanta area teaching brass, visuals, and drum 
majors. In 2022, Mr. Washington won the Georgia State University Undergraduate 
Conducting Competition. As the winner, he has gotten the chance to study with Mr. 
Devin Reid and conduct the Georgia State University Concert Band. 

Mr. Washington is an active member of the National Association for Music Education, 
Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership, Georgia Music Educators Association, and Kappa 
Kappa Psi National Honorary Fraternity. 
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For more information about upcoming School of Music events at GSU, visit 

music.gsu.edu 

The mission of the Georgia State University School of Music is to 
preserve, promote, and advance humanity’s rich and expanding 
tradition of artistic music-making through performance, composition, 
education, and research in accordance with the urban and global 
initiatives of the University.
 
Students performing in this concert are supported by gifts to the School 
of Music. To donate please visit our giving page and select the fund 
of your choice. Your generosity makes all the difference. Thank you!
 

https://netcommunity.gsu.edu/give-to-school-of-music

