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Sokol Fanfare
Leoš	Janáček	is	one	of	the	most	important	proponents	of	musical	nationalism	in	the	
20th	 century.	 Janáček	was	 a	Czech	 composer,	musical	 theorist,	 folklorist,	 publicist	
and teacher. He studied at the Prague, Leipzig, and Vienna conservatories and later 
became professor of composition at the Prague Conservatory.

The Sokol Fanfare	was	originally	written	for	a	gymnastics	festival	in	Prague	called	Sokol	
Slet.	Founded	in	1862,	this	event	is	still	active	today	and	is	based	upon	the	principle	
of	 “a	 strong	 mind	 in	 a	 sound	 body.”Sokol	 Fanfare	 was	 composed	 for	 brass	 and	
percussion	in	1926,	and	later	became	the	opening	movement	of	Janáček’s	Sinfonietta	
for full orchestra. The piece demonstrates colorful orchestration,
intense rhythms, and a bombastic ending.

-Program note by Tina Christiansen

Splinter for Saxophone Choir
Marc Mellits is one of the most performed living composers in the United States. 
Born in Baltimore, Maryland, Mellits started composing at a very young age, and 
was	composing	works	for	piano	prior	to	taking	piano	lessons	at	age	six.	He	studied	
composition	at	the	Eastman	School	of	Music,	Yale	School	of	Music,	Cornell	University,	
and	Tanglewood.	As	written	in	Mellits’	biography,

“His unique musical style is an eclectic combination of driving rhythms, soaring 
lyricism, and colorful orchestrations that all combine to communicate directly with the 
listener. Mellits’ music is often described as being visceral, making a deep connection 
with the audience.”

Splinter was written in 2014 for the Splinter Reeds, a reed quintet, and was later 
arranged in 2018 for saxophone octet by Pin-Hua Chen. Splinter demonstrates a 
forward momentum, exciting rhythms, beautiful texture, and colorful chords. Splinter 
has eight short movements with their own personality, each named after a type of tree.

-Program note by Tina Christiansen

Andante e Rondo Ongarese
Carl	Maria	von	Weber	was	one	of	the	first	significant	composers	of	the	Romantic	era.	
Weber	was	best	known	for	his	Operas	and	was	an	important	figure	in	the	development	
of German Romantic Opera. He studied with many teachers including his father Franz 
Anton	Von	Weber,	Abbé	Vogler,	and	Michael	Haydn,	who	was	the	younger	brother	of	
Joseph Haydn.

The Andante e Rondo Ongarese was originally written in 1809 for viola and orchestra 
until it was rewritten for bassoon in 1813. It was later transcribed for winds in 1998 
by	 Christopher	 Weait.	 The	 piece	 has	 2	 sections:	 Andante	 and	 Rondo.	 The	 piece	
begins with a sentimental melody played by the solo bassoon. This theme is passed 
throughout	the	ensemble	from	flute	to	oboe	to	clarinet	and	is	varied	each	time	it	is	
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played until the section comes to a dramatic close. The bassoon soloist introduces a
Hungarian inspired melody to start off the Rondo. This cheerful melody is played 
throughout the Rondo section and is once again passed throughout the ensemble. 
The piece comes to a grand close with a rapid series of triplets played by the solo 
bassoon.

-Program note by Tina Christiansen
Chester Overture for Band
William	 Schuman	 was	 an	 American	 composer	 and	 arts	 administrator.	 Schuman	
originally	pursued	business	at	New	York	University’s	School	of	Commerce.	However,	
after	hearing	one	concert	by	the	New	York	Philharmonic	at	Carnegie	Hall	he	decided	
to	become	a	composer.	After	dropping	out	of	school,	he	traded	business	at	New	York	
University’s	 School	 of	Commerce	 for	 composition	 at	 the	Malkin	Conservatory,	 and	
Music Education at Columbia University. Schuman then became the president of the 
Juilliard	School	in	1945,	and	president	of	Lincoln	Center	in	1961.	Schuman	won	two
Pulitzer Prizes; The Pulitzer Prize for music in 1943 for his Cantata No. 2 A Free Song, 
and a special Pulitzer Prize in 1985 citing “more than half a century of contribution to 
American	music	as	composer	and	educational	leader.”

Chester Overture for Band was written by Shuman in 1957 and is based on William 
Billing’s	1778	hymn	Chester,	a	popular	hymn	during	the	American	Revolution.	Chester 
was	sung	around	campfires	and	played	by	fifers	on	the	march	throughout	the	colonies	
from Vermont to South Carolina. Both the music and words by Billings express the 
desired	freedom	that	the	colonists	fought	for	during	the	American	Revolution.

Let tyrants shake their iron rod,
And Slav’ry clank her galling chains,
We fear them not, we trust in God,
New England’s God forever reigns.

The Foe comes on with haughty Stride;
Our troops advance with martial noise,
Their Vet’rans flee before our Youth,
And Gen’rals yield to beardless Boys.

What grateful Off’ring shall we bring?
What shall we render to the Lord?
Loud Halleluiahs let us Sing,
And praise his name on ev’ry Chord.

-Program note by Tina Christiansen

Redwood
Ryan	 George	 is	 an	 active	 American	 composer	 and	 arranger.	 He	 studied	 Music	
Education	 at	 the	 University	 of	 Kentucky	 where	 he	 was	 a	 horn	 player	 in	 the	 wind	
ensemble	 and	 drum	 major	 of	 the	 Wildcat	 Marching	 Band.	 George’s	 works	 have	
received	performances	at	many	events	such	as	the	American	Bandmasters	Association	
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Convention,	and	the	National	CBDNA	Conference.	Mr.	George	is	also	a	specialist	in	
music design for marching ensembles and is currently the brass arranger/composer
for	the	Boston	Crusaders	and	the	Academy	Drum	&	Bugle	Corps.

Redwood was commissioned by the Collins Hill High School Band and written in honor 
of Richard Marshall, the former head band director of the program. George comments 
the following, 

“...they wanted something that spoke not only to this man’s love of music but also to 
his love for the great outdoors. I was reminded then of the times growing up when 
my family and I would go camping in Sequoia National Park and we would set up our 
tents among the giant redwood trees that grow in that region of California. These 
trees command attention with their immense stature, their size the result of years 
gone by and storms weathered. And yet they exude a peaceful and subtle tranquility. 
This idea of “Powerful Tranquility” became the cornerstone that this lyrical tone poem 
was created.”

-Program note by Tina Christiansen
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Tina Christiansen is currently pursuing the Master of Music degree in 
Instrumental Conducting at Georgia State University. In the spring of 2020, she 
earned	the	Bachelor	of	Music	degree	 in	Music	Education	 from	Arkansas	Tech	
University.

During	 her	 time	 at	 ATU,	 Ms.	 Christiansen	 performed	 as	 a	 saxophonist,	
percussionist,	 and	 singer.	 As	 a	 saxophonist,	 she	 performed	 with	 the	 ATU	
Symphonic	Wind	Ensemble,	ATU	Jazz	Ensemble,	and	was	featured	as	a	soloist.	
As	 a	 percussionist,	 she	 performed	 in	 the	 ATU	 Symphonic	 Band	 and	 ATU	
Percussion	Ensemble.	As	a	singer,	she	performed	in	the	ATU	choirs.	In	2019,	she	
was	selected	as	a	student	conductor	for	ATU’s	Concert	Band	and	served	as	a	
drum	major	for	Arkansas	Tech’s	University’s	Band	of	Distinction.

Ms.	Christiansen	assumed	several	leadership	roles	within	the	ATU	Department	
of	Music.	 She	 served	 as	 the	 head	 female	 counselor	 for	 ATU’s	 summer	 band	
camps,	promoted	the	ATU	Bands	as	 their	social	media	manager,	planned	the	
Band of Distinction Band Banquets, and was the teaching assistant for the basic 
conducting	class.	She	was	a	recipient	of	the	Arkansas	Lottery	Scholarship	and	
the	Arkansas	Tech	University	School	of	Music	Fellowship.

Ms. Christiansen currently serves as a conducting graduate assistant for GSU 
Bands. She was the teaching assistant for the basic conducting classes and 
worked	 closely	 with	 the	GSU	 Panther	 Band.	Ms.	 Christiansen	 has	 conducted	
the GSU Orchestra, Wind Orchestra, Concert Band, Symphonic Wind Ensemble, 
and is currently the conductor and instructor of record for the GSU saxophone 
choir. Ms. Christiansen has a high interest in athletic bands and is currently the 
Graduate	Assistant	Director	for	the	Panther	Basketball	Band.

Lazara B. Santana	is	a	Cuban	bassoonist	currently	residing	in	Atlanta,	Georgia.	
She was born in Cienfuegos City to the South of the island, where she started 
her Music studies in the Elementary School of Music Benny More when she was 
nine	years	old.	At	15	years	old,	she	attended	the	National	School	of	Music,	and	
was	later	accepted	into	Havana’s	University	of	the	Arts.

Graduating from these institutions with honors, she has been part of the most 
prestigious symphonic orchestras in Cuba. These orchestras include the Havana 
Lyceum	Orchestra	under	the	musical	direction	of	Jose	A.	Mendez,	the	orchestra	
of	the	Great	Theater	Alicia	Alonso	under	the	direction	of	Giovanni	Duarte,	and	
the	 National	 Symphonic	 Orchestra	 of	 Cuba.	 After	 graduating	 from	 Havana’s	
University	of	the	Arts	Ms.	Santana	was	selected	to	serve	as	a	Bassoon	Teacher	
Assistant	at	her	alma	mater.

Ms.	Santana	currently	resides	 in	Atlanta	pursuing	the	Master	of	Music	degree	
in	Musical	Performance	at	Georgia	State	University	and	is	working	as	a	Bassoon	
Instructor	 for	 Atlanta	 Music	 Project.	 She	 has	 participated	 in	 the	 GSU	 Honor	
Recital	 and	 received	 awards	 for	winning	 the	GSU	Brumby	Concerto	 and	Aria	
Competitions
.
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For more information about upcoming School of Music events at GSU, visit 

music.gsu.edu 

The mission of the Georgia State University School of Music is to 
preserve, promote, and advance humanity’s rich and expanding 
tradition of artistic music-making through performance, composition, 
education, and research in accordance with the urban and global 
initiatives of the University.
 
Students performing in this concert are supported by gifts to the School 
of Music. To donate please visit our giving page and select the fund 
of your choice. Your generosity makes all the difference. Thank you!
 

https://netcommunity.gsu.edu/give-to-school-of-music

