
GSU Choral Ensembles 

Spring, 2021 
Due to the potential risks associated with ensemble singing in light of COVID19, the GSU choral 
ensembles will operate fully online for the Spring 2021 semester. 

The following choirs will be offered in Spring of 2021: 

• University Singers (MUS 1080A/3080A/7080A) – Deanna Joseph, conductor 

• Choral Union (MUS 1081/3081/7081) – Jennifer Sengin, conductor 

• Women’s Chorus* (MUS 1082/3082/7082) – Jennifer Sengin, conductor 

*Women’s Chorus does not count as a large ensemble for music majors. Music majors and 
those majoring in a field other than music may register for this as an elective course 

Choral Enrollment Instructions for Music Majors: 

• Music Majors taking voice lessons: All music majors (graduate, undergraduate, and transfer 
students) who are taking voice as their primary instrument (vocal performance, music 
education, music technology, music industry, etc.) should register for University Singers this 
semester. 

• Band and Orchestra students opting for a virtual ensemble for the Spring 2021 semester 
should register for Choral Union. 

• Music Majors taking lessons in an area other than voice who are required to take a choral 
ensemble: Music majors who need a large ensemble credit but who are taking an instrument 
other than voice (guitar, piano, and others) can opt to register for University Singers or 
Choral Union this semester. 

• All singers who were in University Singers last year should enroll in University Singers. 
 

Choral Enrollment Instructions for Those Majoring in Fields Other than Music: 
 

• Returning singers who are majoring in fields other than music who wish to be part of our 
choral community are welcome to enroll in the choir that you were in last year or most 
recently. Those who are interested in singing in the Women’s Chorus should set up a virtual 
audition with Dr. Sengin – jsengin@gsu.edu. 

• New singers who are majoring in a field other than music and who wish to enroll in a GSU 
choir should enroll in Choral Union or email Dr. Sengin to set up a virtual audition for the 
Women’s Chorus. jsengin@gsu.edu 
 

SPRING SYLLABUS HIGHLIGHTS FOR EACH CHOIR: 

UNIVERSITY SINGERS: University Singers has been invited to perform at two conferences 
this academic year – GMEA in Athens, GA (January, 2021) and ACDA National in Dallas, 



Texas (March 2021).  In addition to learning repertoire, students will have weekly musicianship 
assignments to strengthen music literacy skills. We will also spend a portion of the semester 
listening to and discussing the sound and performance aesthetics of collegiate and professional 
choral ensembles.  We will meet and interview singers who (prior to COVID 19) enjoyed 
multifaceted careers as soloists and professional ensemble singers, with the hope of identifying 
and understanding the challenges and rewards of cultivating a flexible vocal technique that can 
make a singer hirable in many professional musical settings. We will also discuss best practices 
for professional conduct within a choral ensemble including rehearsal etiquette and strategies, 
understanding the types of voice-part interactions that have musical and technical significance 
(and sometimes pose problems), the importance and heightened responsibility of phrase onset 
and ending, voice health and stamina within the rehearsal, strategies for managing the common 
register issues for each voice part, and singing beyond the notes.  We may also complete one or 
more virtual choir projects. 

CHORAL UNION:  Choral Union will meet, virtually, once a week on Mondays from 3-
4:20pm. We will spend this time building vocal technique, music reading skills, collaborating on 
rehearsals using available technology, and learning choral repertoire. There may be guest 
speakers during these Monday class meetings. In addition to the class meeting, students in 
Choral Union will complete independent projects based on choral music and the repertoire for 
the class. Students will work on these projects asynchronously outside of class time. While the 
instructor will provide suggestions and guidelines for some projects, students who are interested 
may suggest addition independent projects. There may be opportunities to participate in a virtual 
choir performance as well.  

WOMEN’S CHORUS:  Women’s Chorus will meet, virtually, once a week on Tuesdays from 
2:15-3:30pm. We will spend this time building vocal technique, music reading skills, exploring 
virtual rehearsals using a variety of available technology, learning repertoire, and engaging in 
discussions about the repertoire. There may be guest speakers during these Monday class 
meetings. In addition to the class meeting, students in the Women’s Chorus will complete 
independent projects based on choral music and the repertoire for the class. While the instructor 
will provide suggestions and guidelines for some projects, students who are interested may 
suggest addition independent projects. There may be opportunities to participate in a virtual choir 
performance as well.  

While we know this semester will be a bit different from those in the past, we are convinced we 
will have important and meaningful conversations and activities on the choral art that will 
ultimately make our choral ensembles stronger and better when we are able to resume with 
regular rehearsals. 

Warm Regards, 

Dr. Joseph and Dr. Sengin 


